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base layer by coating a treatment comprising the powder onto 
the base layer and drying the treatment thereon. Newly 
presented Claim 42 follows the suggestion of the Examiner at 
the end of the Office Action and recites that the natural 
organic impalpable powder has an average particle size of less 
than 30 microns and is firmly adhered to a side of the base 
layer which contacts with the skin and a cosmetic compos.txon 
is weakly adhered to the natural organic impalpable powder. 
NO new matter has been added as it is inherent that the 
cosmetic composition be weakly adhered to the powder in order 
for it to be applied to the user. 

Claims 12-41 have been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as 
-being unpatentable over Mellul et al . Claims 12-41 also have 
been rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lagrange et al . Once again. Applicants respectfully traverse 
these grounds of rejection. 

The present invention is directed to a skin contacting 
article which comprises a base material having a natural 
• organic impalpable powder firmly adhered to a side of the base 
layer which contacts with the skin. The powder is adhered to 
the base layer by coating a treatment comprising the powder 
onto the base layer and drying the treatment thereon. The 
natural organic powder is provided in an impalpable form and 
firmly adheres to the outer surface of the skin contacting 
article to make the article suitable for use as tissue paper, 
wet tissue, a mask, gauze, and sanitary articles such as 
disposable diapers, diaper liners and sanitary napkins. 
Additionally, the skin contacting article can be used as a 
make-up tool for the application of make-up. Due to the 
natural organic material being in an impalpable powder form, 
it has a good feel on the skin and is less likely to cause 
skin irritation. The desirable properties of the article of 
the present invention is only obtained after drying the 
treatment onto the base layer. It is respectfully submitted 
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that the prior art cited by the Examiner does not disclose the 
presently claimed invention. 

The Mellul et al reference discloses a powder cosmetic 
composition consisting of anhydrous powder and mainly 
including a solid particulate phase mixed with a fatty binder 
containing a silicone mixture. This reference additionally 
discloses that the cosmetic compositions can be applied to the 
skin by an applicator such as a sponge, powder puff or brush. 
However, there is no disclosure in this reference regarding 
the powder being adhered to the applicator by coating a 
treatment comprising the powder onto the base layer and drying 
the treatment thereon so that the cosmetic composition is 
.firmly adhered to the base layer. Additionally, Mellul et al 
discloses at column 5, lines 20 and 21, that the pigments used 
in the cosmetic composition are chosen from inorganic and/or 
organic pigments and/or pearlescent pigments. The organic 
pigments disclosed in this reference would not be considered a 
natural organic material and, as such, it is respectfully 
submitted that the presently claimed invention is even further 
distinguished from this reference. 

The Lagrange et al reference discloses a mineral or 
organic particle-based product comprising a powder consisting 
of mineral or organic particles smaller than 200 microns and 
an indoline product. Although this reference does disclose 
that the powder of this reference can be applied with a powder 
puff or brush, there is no disclosure in this reference 
regarding the coating of a treatment comprising the powder 
onto the base layer and drying the treatment thereon in order 
to adhere the powder to the base layer. As such. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the deficiencies contained in this 
reference are the same as those of the other primary Mellul 
reference and the presently claimed invention is 
distinguishable thereover. 

It has been noted that the Examiner has stated that the 
powder sizes are present in the dependent claims but do not 
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effect the status of generic claims. While that may be true, 
the dependent claims containing the powder size limitations 
must be considered on their own merits and not be dismissed 
simply because the independent claims do not contain these 
particular limitations. The Examiner has also stated that it 
is possible that the particle size of the powder is the same 
as those required in the present claims. As the Examiner is 
well aware, 35 USC 103 is not based on a mere possibility. 
There must be some teaching contained in the reference which 
would lead one of ordinary skill in the art to suspect that 
the particle size is the same. As such. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the examining standard used by the 
-Examiner in the present application is outside 35 USC 102 and 
103. 

Reconsideration of the present application and the 
passing of it to issue is respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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Marked-Up Amended Claims 12, 17 and 21 U.S. Serial No. 09/341 328 

12. (Amended) A skin contacting article used in | 
contact with the skin, said article comprising a base 
layer and natural organic impalpable powder firmly 
adhered to a side of the base layer which contacts with 
the skin , the powder being adhered to the b ase layer by 
coating a treatment comprising the powder onto the base 
layer and drying the treatment thereon , 

17. ( Twice A mended) A skin contacting article used | 
in contact with the skin, said article comprising a base 
layer and natural organic impalpable powder firmly 
adhered to a side of the base layer which contacts with 
the skin by a treatment including the natural organic 
impalpable powder, the treatment comprising the natural 
organic impalpable powder and at least one dispersion 
medium selected from the group consisting of water, an 
organic solvent, a resin emulsion and a resin aqueous 
solution , the powder being adhered to the base layer by 
coating the treatment onto the base layer and dryi ng the 
treatment thereon . 

21. (Amended) A skin contacting article used in | 
contact with the skin, said article comprising a base 
layer and natural organic impalpable powder firmly 
adhered to a side of the base layer which contacts with 
the skin by a treatment including the natural organic 
impalpable powder having an average particle size of less 
than 30 \im and either a resin emulsion or a resin aqueous 
cmuloion solution for dispersing the natural organic I 
impalpable powder, the content ratio of the natural 
organic impalpable powder in the treatment being from 0.5 
to 50 wt.% and the solid resin content in the treatment 
being from 0.5 to 20 wt.% , the powder being adhered to 
the base layer by coating the treatment onto the base 
layer and drying the treatment thereon . 



